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MPOB News

Visit of the Deputy Minister of Plantation 
Industries and Commodities to MPOB

 Senator A  Koh�lan P�llay, the Deputy M�n�ster 
of Plantat�on Industr�es and Commod�t�es, and h�s 
delegation visited MPOB Head Office on 6 June 
2008.

 Dato’ Sabr� Ahmad, the Cha�rman of MPOB, 
Dato’ Dr  Mohd Basr� Wah�d, the D�rector-General 
and senior officials of MPOB greeted the arrival of 
the delegat�on.

 A briefing on MPOB was given by the Director-
General before the delegat�on proceeded to v�s�t 
several research fac�l�t�es �n the MPOB complex, 
namely the Margar�ne P�lot Plant, the H�gh Ole�c 
P�lot Plant, the α-SME P�lot Plant, the M�crob�al 
Technology Eng�neer�ng Centre (MICROTEC) and 
the T�ssue Culture Laboratory. 

Launching of a New Product and New Book

 Datuk Peter Ch�n Fah Ku�, the M�n�ster of 
Plantat�on Industr�es and Commod�t�es, launched 
a new product, namely INXBIO™, and a book 
wr�tten jo�ntly by Dato’ Dr Mohd Basr� Wah�d, 
the D�rector-General of MPOB and Dr Kalan�th� 
Nesaretnam, the D�rector of Product Development 
and Adv�sory Serv�ces, ent�tled Healthy Ageing with 
Tocotrienols – New Discoveries.  Th�s launch�ng was �n 
conjunction with the official opening of the Transfer 
of Technology Sem�nar on 17 June 2008.

 The technology of the palm-based degreaser, 
branded INXBIO™, was jo�ntly developed by MPOB 
and M�llenn�um Partners Sdn Bhd. The product has 
expanded palm o�l ut�l�zat�on �nto clean�ng agents 
and solvents that have advantages �n be�ng less 
hazardous to consumers and are env�ronmental- 
fr�endly. The collaborat�on of MPOB w�th the 
company has resulted �n br�ng�ng the technolog�es 
and �nnovat�ons �nto the market.

 The book ent�tled Healthy Ageing with Tocotrienols 
– New Discoveries, highlights research findings on the 
�mportance of d�et and ant�ox�dants �n a prevent�ve 
life-style. It also features the benefits of tocotrienols 
as prevent�ve agents �n many d�seases and �llnesses, 
and to ensure healthy age�ng. Tocotr�enols, wh�ch 
are abundantly found �n palm o�l, are powerful 
ant�ox�dants of v�tam�n E.    

MoA between MPOB and Two Companies

 In conjunction with the official opening of the 
Transfer of Technology Sem�nar 2008, Datuk Peter 
Ch�n Fah Ku�, the M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es 
and Commod�t�es, also w�tnessed the s�gn�ng of 
an agreement between MPOB and Ancom Crop 
Care Sdn Bhd on the Development of Glyphosate 
Formulations Using Palm-based Adjuvants and 
their Herbicidal Efficacy in Controlling Weeds. Th�s 
collaborat�ve project a�ms to develop and evaluate 
the palm-based adjuvant or blend adjuvant as 
an alternat�ve to the convent�onal glyphosate 
formulat�ons used for weed control.   

 MPOB also s�gned a memorandum of under-
stand�ng w�th Innovax Sdn Bhd, a subs�d�ary of 
Chem�cal Company of Malays�a Berhad (CCM), on 
Oil Palm Phenolics-Based Products. Th�s collaborat�on 
�s to develop palm-based pharmaceut�cal products.

Official Opening of the Biotechnology Building

 Datuk Peter Ch�n Fah Ku�, the M�n�ster of 
Plantat�on Industr�es and Commod�t�es, also 
officially opened the MPOB Biotechnology Building 
�n conjunct�on w�th the Transfer of Technology 
Sem�nar 2008. The MPOB B�otechnology Bu�ld�ng 
houses the latest and state-of-the-art equ�pment to 
enable MPOB to carry out extens�ve research on 
b�otechnology.

 New research fac�l�t�es such as the Genome 
Analys�s Laboratory for O�l Palm (GALOP) w�ll 
provide services in DNA fingerprinting and 
chromosome pa�nt�ng to the �ndustry. The O�l Palm 
Genome research �n�t�ated by MPOB has sequenced 
a significant proportion (about 90%) of the oil palm 
genes. The gene sequence generated from the O�l 
Palm Genome project w�ll prov�de the framework 
for large-scale funct�onal analys�s of thousands 
of genes us�ng h�gh throughput b�otechnology 
techn�ques.    

 In conjunction with the official opening of the 
bu�ld�ng, MPOB also produced a spec�ally des�gned 
postage stamp. Dato’ Dr Mohd Basr� Wah�d, the 
D�rector-General of MPOB, presented the stamp 
to Datuk Peter Ch�n, Senator A Koh�lan P�llay, 
the Deputy M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es and 
Commod�t�es, and Dato’ W�ra Isma�l Saleh, the 
Secretary-General of the M�n�stry of Plantat�on 
Industr�es and Commod�t�es.
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MoU between MPOB and Asiatic Centre for 
Genome Technology Sdn Bhd (ACGT)

 Datuk Peter Ch�n Fah Ku�, the M�n�ster of 
Plantat�on Industr�es and Commod�t�es, w�tnessed 
a s�gn�ng ceremony between MPOB and As�at�c 
Centre for Genome Technology Sdn Bhd (ACGT). 
The agreement �s to collaborate and conduct 
research on o�l palm genet�cs, and to �dent�fy and 
map �ts markers and genes.

 The genet�c map would enable MPOB sc�ent�sts 
to address concerns such as dura contam�nat�on 
and o�l palm-related d�seases such as Ganoderma to 
�mprove y�elds.

Dialogue on Biofertilizer, Biogas and Effluent 
Treatment

 A d�alogue between  Datuk Peter Ch�n Fah 
Ku�,  the M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es and 
Commod�t�es, and capta�ns of �ndustry was held 
dur�ng the 2008 Nat�onal Sem�nar on B�ofert�l�zer, 
Biogas and Effluent Treatment in the Oil Palm 
Industry on 14 August 2008 at Ser� Kembangan, 
Selangor.

 The purpose of the d�alogue was to get feedback 
on three issues relating to palm oil mill effluent 
(POME), that is biofertilizer, biogas and effluent 
treatment.

 On b�ofert�l�zer: �t �s a well-known fact that the 
palm o�l �ndustry produces large amounts of POME 
and empty fru�t bunches (EFB) that can be used for 
mulch�ng and to produce compost.

 On b�ogas: the world �s concerned w�th 
greenhouse gas (GHG) em�ss�ons wh�ch cause 
global warm�ng. The POME ponds em�t methane 
and have adversely affected the susta�nable �mage 
of palm o�l. W�th the ut�l�zat�on of methane for 
energy purposes, GHG em�ss�ons w�ll be reduced 
by 57%.

 The third issue was on effluent treatment to 
meet the very str�ngent regulat�ons �mposed by the 
Department of Environment (DOE). DOE specifies 
a very str�ngent level of 20 mg l�tre-1 (�nstead of 
the normal 100 mg l�tre-1) for B�olog�cal Oxygen 
Demand (BOD).

 Datuk Peter Ch�n wanted v�ews from the 
�ndustry on whether they could comply w�th the 
proposals and regulat�ons on those three top�cs, i.e. 
biofertilizer, biogas and effluent treatment.

HIGHLIGHTS OF CONFERENCES, SEMINARS, 
MEETINGS AND COURSES

Course on Trading and Marketing of Palm Oil

 For the first time ever, MPOB jointly with 
the Palm Oil Refiners’ Association of Malaysia 
(PORAM) organ�zed an Introductory Course on 
Trad�ng and Market�ng of Palm O�l from 5 to 8 May 
2008 at MPOB Head Office.

 Dato’ Dr Mohd Basr� Wah�d, the D�rector-
General of MPOB, opened the course officially. 

 The course was held to �mpart trad�ng and mar-
ket�ng knowledge to part�c�pants who asp�red to-
wards a career �n the palm o�l �ndustry and to those 
who w�shed to become sk�lled palm o�l traders.

 A total of 99 local and �nternat�onal part�c�pants 
attended the course. Twenty-two fore�gn part�c�-
pants came from countr�es such as Indones�a, Japan, 
S�ngapore, Tha�land, Un�ted Arab Em�rates and the 
Un�ted K�ngdom. 

 The emphas�s of the course was on aspects re-
lated to trad�ng and market�ng, and adequate focus 
was also g�ven to key techn�cal matters perta�n�ng 
to the process�ng of palm and palm kernel o�ls. Th�s 
was achieved through a series of lectures and field 
v�s�ts to plantat�ons, as well as palm o�l process�ng 
and handl�ng fac�l�t�es.

Transfer of Technology Seminar

 Datuk Peter Ch�n Fah Ku�, the M�n�ster of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities, officially 
launched the Transfer of Technology (TOT) Sem�nar 
2008 on 17 June 2008 at MPOB Head Office.

 The TOT Sem�nar �s organ�zed by MPOB 
annually to ensure that the �ndustry �s kept aware of 
the latest research results ava�lable for adopt�on and 
commerc�al�zat�on. Adopt�on of new technolog�es 
w�ll �ncrease product�v�ty, add value, generate 
wealth and contr�bute to the well-be�ng of the o�l 
palm �ndustry �n the country.

 S�nce TOT was started, MPOB had launched 
378 technolog�es/products and 23 serv�ces, wh�le �n 
2008, 34 new technolog�es and products as well as 
16 serv�ces were launched, �ncreas�ng the number 
of technolog�es to 412 and serv�ces to 39 so far.

 Also attend�ng the event were Senator A Koh�lan 
P�llay, the Deputy M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es 
and Commod�t�es, Datuk W�ra Isma�l Saleh,  the 
Secretary-General of the M�n�stry and Dato’ Sabr� 
Ahmad, the Cha�rman of MPOB. 
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MPOB Graduate Students’ Assistantship Scheme 
Seminar 

 A total of 130 part�c�pants attended the MPOB 
Graduate Students’ Ass�stantsh�p Scheme (GSAS) 
Seminar at MPOB Head Office on 19 June 2008. 
Dato’ Dr Mohd Basr� Wah�d, the D�rector-General 
of MPOB, officially opened the seminar. 

 The object�ves of the sem�nar were:
• to emphas�ze on human cap�tal development 

�n order to enhance the nat�on’s capab�l�ty to 
compete globally, 

• to strengthen nat�onal un�ty, and 
• to br�ng about a better d�str�but�on of �ncome 

and wealth as well as a h�gher qual�ty of l�fe 
among the people.

 So far, MPOB  has  sponsored 104 students un-
der th�s scheme, and 50 of them have graduated and 
are currently serv�ng and contr�but�ng to the nat�on 
�n var�ous sectors.

Seminar on the Progress of PS1 and PS2 Materials 
and Elite Germplasm

 The 3rd Sem�nar on Progress of PS1 and PS2 
Mater�als and El�te Germplasm 2008 was held on 15 
July 2008 at MPOB Head Office, Bangi. The seminar 
was officiated by Dato’ Dr Mohd Basri Wahid, the 
D�rector-General of MPOB.

 The one-day sem�nar attracted more than 140 
part�c�pants from the �ndustry, part�cularly from the 
plantat�on sector. 

 A total of n�ne papers were presented dur�ng 
the seminar, including five from MPOB. The MPOB 
papers presented were:

• A Review on Utilization and Performance of MPOB 
PS1 Series  by Dr N Rajana�du;

• Oil Palm Improvement Through Intercrossing 
Elae�s ole�fera, Interspecific Hybridization and 
Backcrossing  by Dr  Mohd D�n Am�rudd�n; 

• Genetic Variation for Long Stalk and High Protein 
Kernel in Oil Palm Germplasm by Noh Ahmad; 

• Molecular Screening of Oil Palm (Elae�s 
gu�neens�s) Germplasm Collection using SSR 
Markers by Zulkefli Yaakub; and 

• Oil Quality and Molecular Marker Technology in 
Oil Palm by Dr Ma�zura Ithn�n.

 The object�ve of the sem�nar was to d�ssem�nate 
to the plantation industry the latest findings and 
progress ach�eved on MPOB PS1 and PS2 plant�ng 
mater�als and el�te germplasm.

10th Intensive Diploma in Oil Palm Management 
and Technology 

 The clos�ng ceremony and d�ploma presentat�on 
of the 10th Intens�ve D�ploma �n O�l Palm 
Management and Technology (IDPOMT) was held 
on 28 July 2008 at the Equator�al Hotel, Bang�.

 Dato’ Dr Mohd Basr� Wah�d,  the D�rector-
General MPOB, presented d�plomas to 21 
part�c�pants from var�ous local and �nternat�onal 
organ�zat�ons.

 The course was organ�zed to d�ssem�nate 
knowledge on the latest technolog�es �n the palm o�l 
�ndustry, and �ncluded d�scuss�ons and �nteract�on 
w�th expert�se from the var�ous sectors.

 The three-month programme compr�sed 
lectures, demonstrations, briefings, field trips and 
pract�cal tra�n�ng �n several plantat�ons.

 S�nce 1999, 222 part�c�pants from 56 organ�za-
t�ons from Malays�a and other countr�es had attend-
ed IDOPMT.

Farm Mechanization Operator Course

 The 4th Farm Mechan�zat�on Operator Course 
produced a total of 20 graduates who part�c�pated 
�n the course from March to August 2008.

 Senator A Koh�lan P�llay,  the Deputy M�n�ster 
of Plantat�on Industr�es and Commod�t�es, present-
ed certificates to all the participants on 7 August 
2008 at MPOB Head Office, Bangi.

 Three part�c�pants were chosen as the best 
students and received awards during the certificate 
presentat�on funct�on.
 
Th�s course was organ�zed to tra�n part�c�pants 
�n farm mechan�zat�on pract�ces �n the o�l palm 
plantat�ons �n order to �ncrease labour product�v�ty 
and reduce labour dependence in oil palm field 
operat�ons.

Palm Oil Familiarization Programme 

 The 28th Palm O�l Fam�l�ar�zat�on Programme 
(POFP) was officiated by  Senator A Kohilan Pillay, 
the Deputy M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es and 
Commod�t�es, on 12 August 2008 at the Pr�nce 
Hotel & Res�dence, Kuala Lumpur.
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 A total of 48 part�c�pants from 20 countr�es such 
as Colomb�a, Dj�bout�, Egypt, L�ber�a, Nepal and 
Malays�a took part �n the 11-day programme.

 MPOB and the Econom�c Plann�ng Un�t of the 
Pr�me M�n�ster’s Department jo�ntly sponsored 
the programme under the Malays�an Techn�cal 
Cooperat�on Programme (MTCP).

 The POFP �s des�gned to be the platform where 
�nformat�on on palm o�l �s passed on and shared 
w�th consum�ng countr�es. It a�ms at fam�l�ar�z�ng 
and expos�ng part�c�pants to the whole spectrum 
of the palm o�l �ndustry �n Malays�a, �nclud�ng 
current developments �n all major sectors, latest 
appl�cat�ons of palm o�l downstream products and 
commerc�al aspects of the palm o�l trade.

 Th�s programme �ncludes lectures, demonstra-
tions, briefings, field trips and interaction with 
members of the �ndustry.

 S�nce 1982, a total of 904 part�c�pants from 90 
countr�es have attended the programme.

National Seminar on Biofertilizer, Biogas and 
Effluent Treatment 

 The 2008 Nat�onal Sem�nar on B�ofert�l�zer, 
Biogas and Effluent Treatment in the Oil Palm 
Industry was officiated by Datuk Peter Chin Fah 

Ku�, the M�n�ster of Plantat�on Industr�es and 
Commod�t�es, on 14 August 2008 at The M�nes 
Beach Resort and Spa, Ser� Kembangan, Selangor.

 The seminar was the first of its kind to be organ-
�zed by MPOB to prov�de a platform for del�bera-
t�ons on �ssues and prospects of b�ofert�l�zer, b�ogas 
and effluent treatment in the oil palm industry. It 
attracted 350 part�c�pants from all over Malays�a. 

 Among the object�ves of the sem�nar were:

• to promote the product�on and appl�cat�on of 
organ�c fert�l�zer from b�omass and waste of 
o�l palm; 

• to �ncrease the use of organ�c fert�l�zer from 
locally produced mater�als; 

• to m�n�m�ze potent�al env�ronmental damage; 
and 

• to h�ghl�ght relevant and latest technolog�es 
�n b�ocompost�ng, b�ogas ut�l�zat�on and 
effluent treatment that may contribute to the 
susta�nab�l�ty of the palm o�l �ndustry.

 Dur�ng the sem�nar, Datuk Peter Ch�n 
w�tnessed the s�gn�ng of two agreements between 
MPOB w�th All Cosmos Market�ng Sdn Bhd and 
w�th Hur Far Eng�neer�ng Works Sdn Bhd for 
the l�cens�ng of fert�l�zer formulat�on, and for 
the development of the process system for the 
product�on of palm-based b�o-compound fert�l�zer.
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CALL FOr ArTICLes

Dear Readers,

You are �nv�ted to contr�bute art�cles of relevance to the palm o�l �ndustry for publ�cat�on �n th�s Oil 
Palm Bulletin. 

For further deta�ls, k�ndly refer to the Gu�de to Authors wh�ch �s on the �ns�de back cover page of th�s 
Bullet�n.


