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INTRODUCTION

The MPOB Technical Seminar (MTecS) series was newly introduced in 
2014, and intended to be part of MPOB’s Technical Advisory Services 
(TAS) programme to provide and impart technical information on palm oil 
to industry members, university students, medical groups, academicians, 
researchers, government policy makers, organisations and general con-
sumers. The programme is generally aimed at creating greater awareness 
on palm oil nutritional characteristics and its applications in both food and 
non-food segments. The seminars will not only help bridge the knowledge 
gap amongst the target groups on the usage and virtues of palm oil, but 
will also allow them to build special rapport with MPOB over the long 
term.

The MTecS programme will not only be carried out locally but will 
also be promoted overseas, especially in developing countries, notably 
in Asia and specifically in various ASEAN cities. There is a dire need to 
exploit the potential palm oil market within the ASEAN region. Through 
the MTecS programme, MPOB will be able to promote information on 
the latest scientific and research developments in palm oil, particularly its 
natural healthy attributes when used in foods and its special qualities for 
non-food applications. 

MPOB TAS has already suc-
cessfully undertaken several MTecS 
programmes in 2014. MTecS semi-
nars with the theme Introduction 
to Palm Oil and its Applications 
were held in two major local uni-

versities while another two MTecS 
programmes were conducted in 
the ASEAN region, namely, in Viet-
nam and Myanmar. 

MTECS UNIvERSITy

MPOB had the opportunity to 
work with two major local uni-
versities, namely, Universiti Putra 

Malaysia (UPM) and Universiti 
Teknologi MARA (UiTM), in host-
ing the MTecS seminars within the 
premises of these universities. Both 
events were conducted under a 
joint collaboration programme with 
the Food Sciences and Technology 
Departments of the universities. 
The seminars were partly to pro-
vide a better understanding of the 
role of palm oil and its applications 
to the university students, and to 
present them with opportunities 
to participate in various research 
activities and programmes with 
MPOB for their Master’s and PhD 
courses. Technical papers presented 
at the seminars focussed mainly on 
the latest developments within the 
Malaysian oil palm industry, and 
included subject matter related 
to sustainability, nutritional ben-
efits, palm oil processing, as well 
as food and non-food applications 
of palm oil and its products. Both 
the MTecS University programmes 
attracted more than 400 student 
participants. 

MTECS ASEAN

At the international level, mainly 
ASEAN, MPOB TAS carried out two 
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Participants at MTecS University in Universiti Putra Malaysia, Serdang, Selangor.

Group photo of MPOB officers with Universiti Teknologi MARA academics staff.

Participants at MTecS ASEAN in Vietnam. Simultaneous translation was provided 
for the convenience of convenience of each participant.

major MTecS events in Vietnam and 
Myanmar, respectively. Both these 
countries are important markets for 
Malaysian palm oil as demand for 
oils and fats are increasing rapidly 
there.  The two seminars, held in 
Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam and 
in Yangon in Myanmar, attracted 
more than 200 participants. Many 
of the participants showed great 
interest as reflected by the good 
reviews received from them on 
palm oil usage in both food and 
non-food applications. Follow-up 
visits were made to several govern-
ment departments and scientific as-
sociations as well as the food and 
non-food companies to further 
intensify and expand their knowl-
edge base in palm oil. Plans have 
also been made to bring some of 
their technical staff to MPOB to at-
tend the Palm Oil Familiarisation 
Programme (POFP) and various 
MPOB seminars in the future.  This 
will help them gain a better under-
standing of palm oil use in various 
food and non-food segments as 
well as of the market opportunities 
for using palm oil in their countries. 
In addition to the MTecS events in 
Vietnam and Myanmar, MPOB has 
identified potential collaborative 
projects which will be further ex-
plored in 2015/2016. 

MPOB’S TECHNICAL 
COLLABORATION IN THE 
PIPELINE

In 2015, MPOB TAS has targetted 
two strategic academic projects (lo-
cal) with UPM and UiTM for R&D 
collaboration and market research 
studies on new products which 
have potential commercial value 
in both food and non-food indus-
tries. Both universities have plans 
to incorporate palm oil-related sub-
jects as part of their core syllabus. 
MPOB will be providing the techni-
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Participants of MTecS ASEAN in Myanmar 2014.

cal assistance in terms of providing 
lecturers and making special tech-
nical presentations. 

On the international front, 
MPOB TAS plans to step up its ac-
tivities and promotional efforts in 
further increasing MPOB’s visibility 
through R&D collaborative projects 
with the ASEAN countries. MPOB 
TAS will also provide technical and 

advisory assistance to food indus-
try members in both Myanmar and 
Vietnam on technical matters relat-
ing to the development of the food 
industry in these countries. In ad-
dition, MPOB will help to provide 
articles for the technical publica-
tions and official websites of all the 
ASEAN countries who are keen to 
promote the use of palm oil in their 
food and non-food products. 

CONCLUSION

Overall, the MTecS University and 
MTecS ASEAN programmes have 
created a platform for a better and 
clearer understanding of the myriad 
usage and nutritional attributes of 
palm oil to the participants. MPOB 
will continue to provide the neces-
sary technical support in order to 
intensify the application of palm oil 
in a wide range of consumer prod-
ucts. In addition, MTecS has been 
very successful in opening doors 
and facilitating more collaborative 
R&D projects with universities, oils 
and fats institutions and govern-
ment research institutions, both 
locally and within the ASEAN re-
gion. Through these events, MPOB 
hopes that the efforts will ultimate-
ly enhance palm oil applications 
and extend the usage of palm oil 
in both food and non-food sectors.

USD 15.00/RM 30.00 [Impact factor: 0.177 (2013)]

Journal of Oil Palm Research is an international 
refereed journal which carries full-length original 
research papers and scientific review papers on 
various aspects of oil palm and palm oil and other 
palms. It also publishes short communications, 
letters to editor and reviews of relevant books.

http://
jopr.mpob.gov.my

(Published every March, June, September and December)
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