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GLIMPSES OF OIL PALM HISTORY 35 YEARS AGO
1875: 	Oil palm plantation introduced to Singapore. 
1917:  	Introduced to Malaysia (Tennamaram and Elmina Estate).  
1920: 	Elmina Estate had 16 ha.
1964: 	World production of palm oil was 1200  t and kernel 1040  t. 
Nigeria was the largest producer (35 % to 40%) followed by Congo, Indonesia and Malaysia 
(10%).
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Malaysia 1 778 367 2 188 475 2 573 557 2 821 588 
Nigeria 670 239 650 335 675 345 675 350 
Indonesia 524 99 605 113 676 121 722 131 
China 176 42 184 46 190 48 190 46 
Zaire* 170 70 170 70 168 69 155 65 

Ivory Coast 145 - 132 - 170 - 190 -
Papua New Guinea 85 - 34 - 33 - 37 -
Cameroon 78 45 48 45 79 46 88 46 
Colombia 48 - 61 - 69 - 88 -
Sierra Leone 45 - 45 - 48 - 50 -

Guinea 40 - 40 - 42 - 42 -
Angola 40 - 40 - 40 - 40 -
Ecuador 22 - 31 - 38 - 42 -
Other countries 228 271 242 299 251 308 251 315 
Brazil - 260 - 262 - 265 - 275 
Benin - 66 - 69 - 73 - 75 
Total 4 049 1 459 4 500 1 714 5 052 1 832 5 383 1 891

Note: * Now known as Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Source: Harcharan Singh (1976). An Economic Study of the Oil Palm Industry of Malaysia.


